
10 of the Best New Books to Read 2021-22

The Cruel Prince - Holly Black 

A dramatic and thrilling fantasy story about a girl who must defy 

a wicked Prince to save her missing sisters.  

Age 14+ 

Love, Hate and Other Filters - Samira Ahmed

A romantic novel about Islamophobia and how it affects the 

normal life of a teenage girl who dreams of being a film 

maker in New York. 

Age 12+ 

Children of Blood and Bone – Tomi Adeymi   Age 13+ 

A fantasy novel about a world in which magic has been 

abolished. One of the few people whose magical powers 

remain is Zelie, a young girl. She must fight to bring back 

magic to her people, and to strike against the cruel 

monarchy. 

Rebel of the Sands – Alwyn Hamilton   Age 12+ 

This novel is the first in a trilogy packed with shooting 

contests, train robberies, festivals under the stars, powerful 

Djinni magic and an electrifying love story.  

The Belles - Dhonielle Clayton   

A dark, compelling fantasy novel about the power and price 

of beauty. 

Age 13+



The Fog Diver – Joel Ross  Age: 10+ 

The first book in a thrilling adventure series in which living in the sky is 

the new reality and a few determined slum kids just might become 

heroes. 

A Girl Like That – Tannaz Bhathena  Age: 15+

Zarin Wadia is many things: a bright student, an orphan, a risk taker. 

She’s also the kind of girl that parents warn their kids to stay away 

from. You don't want to get involved with a girl like that, they say. So 

how is it that eighteen-year-old Porus has only ever had eyes for her? 

And how did Zarin and Porus end up dead in a car together, crashed 

on the side of a highway in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia? 

The Beauty That Remains – Ashley Woodfolk    Age: 14+ 

The Beauty That Remains is a heartbreaking book about loss, grief, and 

coping. It relates the stories of Autumn, Logan, and Shay, as they are 

left trying to pick up the shattered pieces of their hearts with the loss 

of their best friend, ex-boyfriend, and twin sister. 

The Crossover – Kwame Alexander    Age: 11+

Josh and his twin brother, JB, are inseparable, on and off the court. 

With the support of their father, a famous basketball player, they're 

ready to have a great season. Then things start to change. JB starts to 

spend more time with girls than with Josh, their dad is hiding a health 

issue that could change all of their lives, and Josh begins to lose his 

way. a

Rebound – Kwame Alexander     Age: 11+ 

Rebound is the prequel to The Crossover. This powerful novel in verse 

is set in the late 1980s and focuses on the childhood experiences of 

Chuck, who will grow up a become the beloved dad of The 

Crossover's Jordan and Josh. 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews/the-crossover
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